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Offertory - Exalted God, Our Shepherd
Tune Aurelia, CP 434

Exalted God, our shepherd,

in troubled times gone by

your wayward people begged you

to hear their desperate cry;

although they had displeased you

and caused you to withdraw,

they longed for you to heal them

and shine your light once more.

When first your vine was planted
its fruit was sweet to taste;

but soon the stems lay withered,
the roots reduced to waste:

from these, your ruined people,
emerged a faint refrain -

their plaintive prayer for freedom
to live and thrive again.

So many in past ages

have strayed from you, their God:
they scorned your staff of comfort,
your strong, protecting rod.

Yet still you sent them prophets

to guide them back to you -

the sheep so often faithless,

the Shepherd always true.

Today when trials beset us
and faith is in decline,

may Jesus be our Shepherd,
the one authentic Vine;

and let your Spirit fill us
with joy of sins forgiven
and light to shine unfading
along our path to Heaven.



Music during Communion
The Lord’s My Shepherd
Tune Brother James’ Air
The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want.
He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me
The quiet waters by.
He leadeth me, He leadeth me,
the quiet waters by.

My soul He doth restore again;
And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness,
E'en for His own Name's sake.
Within the paths of righteousness,
E'en for His own Name's sake.

Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale,
Yet will I fear no ill;

For Thou art with me; and Thy rod
And staff me comfort still.

For Thou art with me; and Thy rod
And staff me comfort still.

My table Thou hast furnished

In presence of my foes;

My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.

My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me;

And in God's house for evermore
My dwelling place shall be.

And in God's house for evermore
My dwelling place shall be.
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